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Officer's Call
Commander’s Report

| hope everyone is having a good year. Our
New Years Party at the Post was a lot of fun.
Thanks to DJ Danny Miller for the great
music and the games. Glad to see some
people took advantage of the free van with
driver after the party.

During the day | am in and out of the Post, at
these times | hear people making comments
about things that should have been done or
need to be done. The General Membership
Meetings are where you make your
suggestions and learn what is coming up. The
number of members attending these meetings
is a disgrace. Let’s make an effort in the
future for the General Membership meetings
to be better attended to show some support of
those who are trying to make our Post a better
place for all.

On Jan.17, 2010 we had the Oratorical contest
at the Annandale United Methodist Church. |
want to thank Gwen Cody and her Committee
for all the work they did to put this together. |
also want to thank the members of our Post
for stepping up when I asked and helping with
the contest. A special thanks to the three
students from Bishop O’Connell High School,
“ David Schoembs, Chase Turner and
Katherine Young” for making this contest the
greatest ever. David Schoembs was our
winner and has also won the 17" District
contest and advances to the Regional
competition to be held on 6 February at Post
177. Good luck to all and please keep in
touch with American Legion Post 1976 as to

your progress.

Please remember that your membership is the
life blood of our American Legion, if you
have not yet paid your dues, please do so.
February is Americanism month and
Abraham Lincoln and George Washington
birthdays, fly those flags proudly.

Let us not forget that special someone on
Feb.14, 2010, Valentine Day.

For God and Country,
Tony Gerner, Commander

1% Vice’s Report

The past few months | have been reporting on
the number of renewals received each month.
As far back as | can find historical documents,
January 2010 saw the fewest renewals. A
total of four (4) renewals were transmitted to
the Department for processing. Barring a
miracle, this will be the first time in six years
that Bicentennial Post 1976 will not meet its
goals on membership. We still need 60
renewals/new members to meet our
membership goal. We have that many who
were members last year but have not renewed
for membership year 2010. Please take a few
minutes and check your membership card. If
it is not a 2010 card, please send your renewal
fee of $35.00 at the earliest possible date.

Keep in mind, “The cost of membership is
small in comparison to the price you paid
to be eligible.”

Lloyd Loy, Acting 1* Vice Commander



2" Vice’s Report

Bethany House donations are going to
continue throughout the year. If you would
like to donate toys, clothing or other items,
drop them off at the Post. Leave cash/check
donations with the bartender. You will also
notice a container at the Post for donations for
The Breast Cancer Walk. We have our team
for the walk as we did last year. Let’s show
our support for them by donating generously.
Also on May 1% 2010 we will have a Breast
Cancer Fund Raiser at our post. There will be
more details as the event gets closer.

We will be having the 2" Annual Sock Hop
on March 13" 2010; I heard that on that day
we will be going back to the 1950’s, with
Danny Miller DJing music. So get your
leather jacket, poodle skirt and grease back
that hair and join the fun at your local
hopping place, Post 1976 Annandale, Va. Let
your other hopping and bopping friends know
where to come to join in on our trip back to
the happy days.

We will be having the Pool Tournament and
the Wii Tournament on Feb 5™ 2010. | would
like to congratulate the winners of the Jan 1°
2010 Pool Tournament 1% place Pat
Blackmore and 2" place D.J. Disler.

Remember without the volunteers, the events
would not have happened. Thanks again for
all your hard work and devotion to the post
and their members. 1 would like continue to
get ideas from the members of the post.
Please feel free to contact me or leave me a
note at the post. I look for you, the members
of the post to give me ideas on what you want
for some activities. We all are members and
we all need to be involved, so get involved
and send over the ideas.

This is what we have on the schedule
currently. Come into the Post or go to the web
site (post1976.org) to check for any new
events that might be happening during the
month that we couldn’t have in the newsletter.

February 2010 Events:

Feb 1 Auxiliary Meeting 7:00 pm

Feb 2 Executive Board Meeting 7:00 pm
Feb 5 Pool Tournament

Feb 5 Wii Tournament

Feb 6 Smitty’s Party all are invited. Rick
Sickmen Band 8pm until 12 midnight

Feb 7 Four Chaplains Service at Post 177,
10:30am

Feb 9 General Membership Meeting 7:00pm
Feb 12 Karaoke with Babs 8:00pm

Feb 11 Events Committee Meeting 7:00pm
Feb 16 House Committee 6:30 pm

Feb 17 Service Officer Committee Meeting
7:00pm

Feb 18 Legion Riders Meeting 7:00pm

Feb 20 Live Band - Next Door Ellen (Classic
Rock/Southern Rock) 9pm -12 midnight
Feb 21 Auxiliary Breakfast 10am — 12noon
($6 per person)

Feb 24 S.A.L. Meeting 6:00 pm

Feb 27 Karaoke with Babs 8:00pm

Future Events:

Please look for posted announcements.
March 13" 2010 2™ Annual Sock Hop
April 17" 2010 Live Band

May 1% 2010 Breast Cancer Fund Raiser
May 15" 2010 Retro Arms Forces event

We will need volunteers to make the events
successful.

Alan Kravitz, 2" VVice Commander

3" Vice’s Report

The holidays have come and gone. | hope
everyone had a wonderful and happy time. Now
is the time to get down to business and work
towards making 2010 a successful year. To
make that happen, we need all members of Post
1976 (Legionnaires, SAL, and Auxiliary) to
participate and support our efforts. | am aware
that a number of members have not visited our
Post for a while; in fact in some cases several
years. It is time for everyone to step up to the
plate and take an active role in all aspects of Post



activities and plans to make 2010 our best year
ever. It involves supporting and joining the

government body, helping out at planned events

for the year and do your best to make them
happen. Key elements of keeping the Post

operating in the “green” are your suggestions and

innovative ideas. This includes transitioning
from a mere card carrying member to an active

participant in all activities, make the Post a place

to come to and mingle with your friends and
other Legion members. In fact, | suggest you
make a resolution to visit the Post once every

week or at least once a month. | look forward to

seeing each and every one of you frequently
during the upcoming year.

Lloyd Loy, 3™ Vice Commander

Club Manager’s Comments

Thank you Eric Anderson for shoveling the
handicapped ramp.

Thanks to Sheryl Robbin for opening the
legion for Dick George to work on Christmas
day. Thank You Dick for working and thanks
to Patti George and Joanne Barnes for
cooking. Everyone said it was great!

Thanks to Patti George and Wanda Newman
for taking care of the food for the New Years
Eve party.

Thank you Marge Shriver for driving the van
to deliver people home safely after the New
Years party.

Congratulations to the winners of the pool
tournament. Pat Blackmore won 1% place and
2" place D.J. Disler.

I would like to thank all our bartenders for a
wonderful job. Have you thanked your
bartender today?

Kenny Knight went on a special errand for me
and the legion one day and | would like to
thank him for taking time out of his day to do
s0. Thanks Kenny.

On February 6, 2009 we are having the Rick
Sickmen band from 8pm to 12am, they are
wonderful, come join us.

On February 21, 2009 the Auxilary is
sponsoring a breakfast. All you can eat for
$6.00, what a deal!

On March 13, 2009 we will be having our 2™
Annual Sock Hop with DJ Danny Miller (who
is wonderful) from 8pm to 12am. There will
be a dance contest and a Milkshake counter
run by our own Randy Newman.

February Birthdays

Alice Snitzer 1 Feb
Jana Henderson 2 Feb
Bob Wohlford 2 Feb
Marguerite Coleman 3 Feb
Marianne Tavener 11 Feb
Sheryl Robbin 15 Feb
Carol Buckingham 16 Feb
Patricia Graves 16 Feb
Karen Pickard 18 Feb
Christiana Kalaway 26 Feb
Marv Rodney 27 Feb
Leroy Plaugher 28 Feb

If you would like to participate in the
monthly birthday recognition, please forward
the month and date you were born to me at
the Post Home at rpcomm6759@aol.com or
at 703-941-9608.

Diane Ramsey, Club Manager

Finance Officer’s Report

The current months finance report is posted
on the bulletin board for all to review.

Randy Newman, Finance Officer

Nomination of Post Officers

In February, the Nomination Committee of
Past Commanders will begin solicitation and
acceptance of self-nominations for positions
on the Post 1976 Executive Committee for the
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2010-2011 Legion year. Post Officer
positions available include Post Commander,
1% Vice Commander (Membership), 2d Vice
Commander (Activities & Entertainment), 3d
Vice Commander (House & Facilities),
Chaplain, Finance Officer, Service Officer
(Veterans Affairs), Historian, and Sergeant at
Arms. Self-nomination forms will be
available on the bulletin board at the Post
Home and may be submitted to myself, Past
Commander Marv Rodney or Past
Commander Robert Plaugher, or left on the
bulletin board behind the service area
addressed to me. The self-nominations will
be presented to the membership at the April
2010 General Membership meeting and
additional nominations will also be taken
from the floor. If submitting a self-
nomination form prior to the meeting, you
need not be present at the April meeting for
nomination. If nominated from the floor at
the April meeting, you must be present to
accept nomination. Service as an Officer of
Post 1976 can be very rewarding. It serves
our fellow Veterans and the community and
does not require excessive commitments of
time or effort to make a major difference, so
make the decision to serve.

Randy Newman

Past Commander
Chairman, Nomination Committee

American Legion Auxiliary Report

Now that the Holidays are behind us, we still
need to think of the troops over seas. The
Auxiliary will be putting together care
packages to send to Afghanistan and Iraqg in
the next few months. There will be a box at
the post for donations. If you wish to make a
cash/check donation, please leave it with the
bartender on duty. Some of the items needed
are: Chapstick, disposable razors, ziplock
bags, paperback books, decks of cards, baby
wipes, hand sanitizer, eye drops, g-tips,
magazines, beef jerky, pre-packaged meats
and cheeses (no pork), socks — black or white
(mid-calf), Vienna sausage, protein bars,

granola bars, etc., dried fruits, trail mix,
peanut butter, drink mixes, tea bags, instant
coffee, hot chocolate, military green duct
tape, electrical tape, disposable cameras, pens,
envelopes, writing tablets, sunglasses, puzzle
books (crossword, suduko), skittles, also
tobacco products like skoal bandits, and chips
and dips. The auxiliary will be buying some
of these products, but donations will be very
helpful.

Our next meeting will be held on February 1,
2010, at 7:00pm. Hope to see you there.

Don’t forget the Auxiliary Breakfast on
February 17, from 10 — 12.

Patti George, President
georgepjw@aol.com.

Membership Report

| attended the Northern Zone Leadership
meeting on January 23 in Woodbridge. There
were 33 peoEIe in attendance and 13 were
from the 17" District. We had a very good
meeting. | was presented with our certificate
for reaching our 75% goal by December 18.
Thank you all. Our next goal is 85% by
March 19", We have already reached that
one!!! 1 would like for us to hit 100%. Please
check your membership card. We have 20
members who still have not renewed for
2010. Those renewals would just about get us
over the top. Membership is a challenge and |
love a challenge.

Wilma Ranck, Membership Chairman

Chaplain’s Report

Sick Call

TAPS
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Gretchen Trujillo, Post Chaplain

Post Historian Column

We are presently without a Historian. Please
contact the Post Adjutant if you are
interested in filling this position.

Service Officer Column

Your Post Service Committee continues to
assist Veterans and members of our
community with their challenges. On a good
note, requests for our support have been at a
low ebb this past month — hopefully that is an
indication that all is well. We are in the
preliminary stages of assisting in setting up a
major event for our Wounded Warriors
stationed at Fort Belvoir and Marine Corps
Base Quantico — more on that in next month’s
issue after the details are sorted out. Wilma
Ranck and Marv Rodney attended the Annual
American Legion “Day on the Hill” on
January 20, 2010 — we will report any key
aspects of that visit in next month’s Service
Officer input. While not directly tied to our
Post, there have been several subjects and
decisions within the Service Officer arena that
may be of interest:

e Quick Guide to Resources for
Veterans in Virginia: You’ve made a
personal sacrifice in the service of our
country and the Commonwealth of
Virginia. This new booklet is
designed to give you a quick access to
resources located in and around the
Commonwealth. Here is the link to
the booklet for your use courtesy of
the Virginia Department of Veterans
Services:
http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/download
s/quickquide.pdf.

No Adjustment in COLA for
Disability Compensation + Pension
Benefits: As a result of negative
inflation and the consumer price
index going down over the past year,
the Social Security Administration
has announced that there will be no
COLA this year for Social Security
recipients. Under federal law, VA’s
COLAs cannot exceed the Social
Security COLAs (and, as you know,
we received no COLA increase this
year), therefore, VA is barred from
making a COLA increase for
recipients of its benefits.

VA will Freeze Increase in
Prescription Co-Payments: Any
increase in Veterans out-of-pocket
payments for pharmaceuticals will be
delayed until June 30, 2010. This
means the Department will delay a
scheduled $1.00 increase — to $9.00 —
in the co-payments facing Veterans
for each 30-day supply of medicine
for the treatment of conditions not
related to military service.

American Legion Eagle Scout of the
Year 2010: All completed
applications are due in Department
Headquarters by March 1, 2010.
Remember Letters of
Recommendation take time to receive
back. Tell your Eagle Scout
applicant to concentrate on this part
of the application process.

Cleaning for a Reason: If you know
any woman currently undergoing
Chemo, please pass the word to her
that there is a cleaning service that
provides FREE housecleaning — one
time per month for four months while
she is in treatment. All she has to do
is sign up and have her doctor fax a
note confirming the treatment.
Cleaning for a Reason will have a
participating maid service in her zip
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code area arrange for the service. To

sign up, go to:
http://www.cleaningforareason.org/. O S

Post Service Committee Meetings: We meet

at our Post Home at 7:00 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of each month. The February u X I I a ry
meeting will be held on February 17, 2010 —

please stop by if you are interested in

attending or just to learn more about what we

are doing. Also please remember we need a re a aS
couple more volunteers to serve on the

committee.

Marv Rodney, Post Service Officer (Post S u n d ay
I, teve

Service Committee: Shawn O’ Donnel
Thiebaut, and Wilma Ranck)

Sergeant-at-Arms Column I e b r u a ry
We are presently without a Sergeant-at-Arms.
Please contact the Post Adjutant if you are
interested in filling this position. y

10:00am — 12:00pm

All you can eat for
$6.00
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American Legion Post
1976, Annandale

2" 3 nnual

Sock Hop!

Saturday,

March 13, 2010
8:00 P.M 7T 12:00 A.M

On the Jukebox all
evening will be our
favorite, swinging D.J
Danny Miller

There will be a Dance Contest,
Trivia and other special surprises!!

The Milkshake counter will be
run by our own swell guy,
Randy Newman!!!

Tell your
friends and
family and come
on out for a

swell time!!!



BARBARA ROBISON
13001 LAKE ANNA VILLAGE DR.

SPOTSYLVANIA, VA 22553 REALTOR”
BUTLER REALTY &
LREALTY
LAKE ANNA
CALLS & E-MAILS WELCOME
Call 540-894-6582 I'ax 540-895-5256
bbarbatthelake@aol.com Office: 540-895-5003

Cheryl McDonald
Landscape Designer

@ www.classicrealtyva.com
\

CLASSIG

7058 Columbia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003

703-517-5975 | cell

703-637-1431 | home office : ‘ &
703-941-2341 | fax Reator [HE
gernertony@aol.com | email

5426 Donnelly Court
Springfield, VA 22151
cmcdonald1l@cox.net
Phone: 703-627-7047

Specializes in the planning

Of Unique outdoor spaces!

Complete Janitorial Services

A
CBM Established 1962

gn.a.
v BRIAN GEMBAROWICZ
Vice President

C ENTRAL
BUILDING
MAINTENANCE
T 7324 Burke Meadow Drive
Fairfax Station, Virginia 22039
|

708.425.1177

708.425.1179 FAX
703.409.4437 CELL

-
|

JOLLY ROGER

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
703-941-3244

Tony GERNER www.JollyRogerPestControl.com

ANNANDALE
EYECARE

“Where You'll See the Difference!

Court D. Thelen, O.D.

Annandale Professional Center
7540-B Little River Turnpike
Annandale, Virginia 22003
www.AnnandaleEyeCare.com

(703) 941-4111 * Fax (703) 941-3929

www . That Oldies Place . com
Big Bands - Pop - Country-R & B
(1940 - 1999)

Steve Mclintire

Oldies Deejay
P.O. Box 16958 800-386-9021 Pager
Washington, DC 703-389-2518 Cell
20041-6958 sdmcintire@aol.com

Jason Mauer
Branch Rental Manager
Rent-A-Car Division
jason.e mauer@erac.com

- 703-658-3500 tel
- nterpr|se 703-658-9380 fax

7032 Columbia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003
703-658-3500
enterprise.com

L —

RARCO Contracting

Licensed * Bonded * Insured
VA Class A License: 2705033113A

Steve Shook

www.rarcoinc.com

President / Owner
5706-G General Washington Dr. Office:(703) 256-1021
Alexandria, VA 22312 Fax: (703) 256-5134
. Cell: (703) 856-7206 Email: steve@rarcoinc.com
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él Aux. Breakfast
101 12

Fontana Calif.
3pm

King of Diamorids
7pm

28 Happy Hod24pm

—

LasVegas
3pm

SAL Meeting 6pm

Spiced Shrimp

1 Happy Hout01 & 47 2 Happy Hout0O1 & 47 3 Happy Hout01 & 47 |4 Happy Hout01 & 47 |5 Happy Hout01 & 47 6 Winter Partg courtesy o
Aux Meeting 7:00pm Exec Board Meeting Harold (Smitty) Smith
: N 7pm POOL TOURNAMENT | O Ri ck Si ckn
|i| King of Diamorids 6:00pm Food
7pm
@ Daytona Shootout
7 Happy Hou24pm 8 Happy Hout01 & 47 |9 Happy Hout01 & 47 |10 Happy Hout01 & 47 |11 Happy Hout01 & 47 |12 Happy Hout01 & 47 |13
Four Chagihs Service
10:30anPost 177 Gen Membership Meeting Events Cmte Meeting (z) Karaoke with Caps @ STL
King of Diamorids 7pm 6:30pm Babs8pm 8pm
7pm
P @ Daytona Duel |i| King of Diamorids
8pm
14 Happy Hoa24pm |15 Happy Hout01 & 47 |16 Happy Hout01& 47 |17 Happy Hout01 & 47 |18 Happy Hout01 & 47 |19 Happy Hout01 & 47 |20
] Washington's Birthétliday Live Band
Valentine's Day _ i ) ; House Committee Service Officer Cmte Legion Riders Meetiry 0ONext Door
King 7Of Diamorids | veeting 6:30pm Meetingd 7pm 7:00pm 9pm- Midnight
m
‘@ Daytona 500 P King of Diamorids
1lpm 8pm
21 Happy Hou24pm |22 Happy Hout01 & 47 |23 Happy Hout01 & 47 |24 Happy Hout01 & 47 |25 Happy Hout01 & 47 |26 Happy Hout01 & 47 |27

|i| King of Diamorids
8pm

Karaoke with
Babs8pm




